
Volunteer Opportunity Description:  Apple Tasting Sampler  
 
Description/Purpose 

Each year the Arboretum hosts apple tastings during the fall for members and visitors to taste the apples 

being developed through the U of M’s cold-hardy apple program. This year we are including a special 

tasting at the Fall Harvest Festival. We are in need of one more volunteer to prepare apples, offer 

samples, hand out and collect rating sheets and Q&A about the cold-hardy program. 

 

Responsibilities/Tasks 

We’ll supply all the tools and items required for the tasting (apples, apple cutters, cutting boards, plates, 

toothpicks, pencils, paper & bins) you bring your outgoing attitude, smile and nametag. 

 

Sampling shift teams will be given (1) an Applehouse varieties factsheet, (2) a U of M cold-hardy plants 

publication for reference (3) an event FAQ and (4) map of the event area to help you answer questions 

you may get while interacting with visitors and members. Teams are encouraged to take turns on duties. 

 

Volunteers who sign up for this opportunity will be in charge of the activity from start to finish.  Morning 

volunteers are in charge of setting up the area. Afternoon volunteers are in charge of breaking down the 

area. This is an outdoor rain or shine event so please dress accordingly to the weather.  

 

Here is online training to familiarize you with cold-hardy apple program. The 2011 video features David 

Bedford, apple scientist and co-breeder of Honeycrisp apples. You may need to cut and paste the link 

into browser rather than clicking on the YouTube link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfv1oEzgGJ0 

 

Preference will be given to Master Gardeners over other volunteers are they are already familiar with the 

program. 

 

Required Skills 

Volunteers need to have good people skills: are friendly, outgoing and talkative. 

 

Time Commitment and Schedule Details 

The Fall Harvest Festival is Saturday, September 30th from 10am-5pm. The morning shift is from 

9:30am-1pm. 

 

Morning shift- 1 volunteer 

 

Benefits/Impact 

Impact: Volunteers are helping the events team run a smooth and successful event that provides members 

and visitors with a great experience. They are also educating the public on the U of M’s fruit breeding 

program. 

Benefit: Volunteers get to have fun and be part of an exciting event! Volunteers will have time for breaks 

and partake in the event themselves. 

 

Work Environment:  

 Indoors  Lifting 

X Outdoors X Working individually 

 Sitting X Working with children 

X Standing X Working as part of a team 

    

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfv1oEzgGJ0


How to Apply for this Opportunity 

All eligible volunteers must have completed and be up to date on their background check, safety 

of minors training module, and have a signed Volunteer Agreement and Release on file with the 

Volunteer Center.  If you are eligible for this opportunity, please contact the Volunteer Center. 

If you’d like to find out more about becoming a volunteer, please click HERE. 
 

Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 

 

Volunteer Center volopp@umn.edu or 612 301-1738 

 

http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/how_to_volunteer.aspx
mailto:volopp@umn.edu

